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‘DOZYNKI’  -  HARVEST FESTIVAL 
Dozynki is an old tradition celebrated in Poland since the 

XVI century. Its roots are in old rural Poland, the life and cus-
toms of the people, both landowners and farmers inhabiting 
agricultural parts of the country. Harvest was the culmination 
of long days and months of hard work in the fields and gar-
dens. Finally when the crops and grains were gathered, the 
people of the fields – these tillers of the soil - were ready to 
rejoice, celebrate and give thanks. Dozynki was a happy holi-
day, symbolic of joy and gratitude and lasting often for many 
days. It was celebrated with ritual and pageantry followed up 
by good food, music, dancing, friendship and general merri-
ment. The first day of the Harvest Festival would always start 
with Holy Mass to offer God thanks for all the blessings, 
bountiful crops, good weather, health and prosperity. After 
Mass, a traditional procession with people dressed in their 
regional finery – colorful native costumes – would proceed to 
the landowner’s manor with the gifts, symbols of the harvest. 
They carried beautiful wreaths made of greenery and flowers, 
bunches of wheat, baskets of fruit and vegetables and promi-
nently a loaf of bread, freshly baked from the harvested grain 
They sang the old harvest song :’ Plon niesiemy plon  w Go-
spodarza dom’… (We bring the crops to the master’s home…)   

At John Paul II Polish Center  in Yorba Linda Dozynki 
became an annual event, and today we are celebrating it’s 30th 
anniversary. Dozynki was initiated in 1979 by  Aleksander and 
Marie Romanski along with   Krystyna Zagorska and Rick 
Kobzi, under directorship and with the blessings of Fr. Joseph 
Karp, and took place for the first time at Rosary High School 
in Fullerton. The event was enthusiastically received. Since 
then, it has annually drawn thousands of people from near and 
far, and has been enjoyed by everyone. Dozynki was then held 
at Servite High School and St. Justin Martyr Parish, until it 
was first held here at our Polish Center in Yorba Linda in 
1985. For a few years the ‘Walesa Inn’, initiated in 1983 by 
Mike and Lila Ciecek, was a special attraction where authentic 
Polish culinary specialties were served. Presentation of the 
Polish culture, history, customs, traditions, food, and folk 
dances under the directorship of Rick Kobzi and Viola Turek, 
have always been an integral part of the Dozynki, while the 
proceeds from the Festival financially benefit work at the Pol-
ish Center. This year we we welcome Fr. Henry Noga as the 
Center’s new Director and supporter of Dozynki. 

 Father Karp started a new Dozynki tradition: Presentation 
of ‘The Lord and Lady of the Manor – prominent members of 
our Polish community, chosen by the Center’s Director to be 
honored in a special  way during Dozynki. They were in the 
past years: Carl & Regina Kobzi, Frank & Helen Stanek, Jan 
& Sophie Klisiewicz, Jean Kaminski, Stanley & Stella Rym-
sza, Alex & Diane Kuryllo, Mr & Mrs. Stan Pawlowski, Alek-
sander & Marie Romanski, Rick Kobzi & Sandy Statsny, Mike 
Dutkowski & Martin Krawiec, Ed & Rose Baczynski, 
Stanislaw & Anna Nowak, Walt & Stella Kompinski,  Mike & 
Lila Ciecek., John & Lottie Koziel, Ed & Henrietta Powell, 
Joe & Joan Tokar, Ted & Kay Sowizral, Fred & Dolly Piterak, 
Michael & Teresa Wyszomirski, Tony and Barbara Krawczak,  
Robert Kraszewski, Janusz and Ana Bitner and Tony and Josie 
Szynalski. This year honorees are: Art and Millie Grabowski. 
Congratulations! 

ARTHUR AND AMELIA (MILLIE) GRABOWSKI 
LORD AND LADY OF THE MANOR 2008 

Millie and Art became active in 
our Polish Center back in the mid 
70’s when they moved to Hunting-
ton Beach. They started to attend 
services at St. Justin’s shortly after 
the new Diocese of Orange was 
formed in 1976. The late Fr. Jo-
seph Karp was assigned to 

sheppard the Polish community in this newly formed Diocese. Millie, 
Art and their family could be found at St. Justin’s helping wherever 
needed or at mass.  They were one of the Polish Centers’ original 
supporters. Without their hard work and dedication our faith commu-
nity would not have grown and prospered dedicated to our Lady of 
Czestochowa. 

Millie is a native Californian born in Los Angeles. She has three 
brothers and one sister. Her Polish roots come from her parents who 
emigrated from Poland to seek a better life for the family. Millie was 
baptized at Christ the King Church, the first Polish church in Los An-
geles even before the current Our Lady of the Bright Mount on Adams 
Blvd. She attended and graduated from Fremont High School in Los 
Angeles. After graduation, Millie went to work at McKesson/Robbins 
working in the purchasing department. At night, she attended Comp-
ton Community College to further her business skills.  

Art is a native of Michigan born in Hamtramck. He has two sis-
ters. His Polish roots, like Millie’s, were very similar as his parents 
were also born in Poland and came to the United States seeking a 
better life for the family. Art attended St. Florien’s Parish and School 
for 9 years and then went on to graduate from Hamtramck High 
School. After high school Art attended Wayne University and took 
classes in aircraft engine mechanics and engineering. Art joined the 
Air Force during the Korean War where he served 4 years mainly 
stateside in the South, specializing in radar. In 1955, after his release 
he went home for 3 months, when a huge snowfall hit his area. Art 
decided that was enough. He applied to IBM and requested to be lo-
cated on the West Coast, hopefully in the Los Angeles area. IBM 
granted that request, and off he went to California. When he retired 
after 38 years at IBM he held the position of Customer Engineer Prod-
uct Specialist.  

One evening Art decided to go to the Polish parish in Los Ange-
les after he heard that they had Polish Folk Dance classes. He thought 
he would enjoy meeting some other Polish people. Low and behold he 
saw this tall blond-haired young girl dancing the Krakowiak and that 
was it for him. Shortly thereafter Millie and Art were married in the 
Polish Church in Los Angeles in October of 1958. They lived in Ingle-
wood after they married, until June of 1974 when they moved to 
Huntington Beach. 

Millie has been Vice President of the Ladies Guild and most 
recently was nominated as Catholic Woman of the Year representing 
our Polish Center. She also served as recording secretary for the Pol-
ish Roman Catholic Union (PRCU), St. Joseph Society for over 15 
years. Art is a member and former officer of the Knights of Columbus 
here at the Polish Center and a current board member of Fr. Kolbe 
Charities Inc. He also is a lector at the 9am Mass. For many years the 
Grabowski family and only the Grabowski family ran the soda/ice 
cream booth at the annual Dozynki Festival. Every year Art still helps 
out with a lot of the electrical work behind the scenes.  

Art and Millie have two daughters and two sons that they 
claimed they planned that way. Their 11 grandchildren keep Babcia 
and Dziadek very busy. They are very proud of all of their children 
and can always tell you a good story about each of them. 

The Polish Center congratulates Art and Millie for their countless 
contributions to our Center. We honor them as Lord and Lady of the 
Manor for 2008 and wish them many more years of good health, hap-
piness and abundant blessings as they celebrate 50 years of marriage. 
Sto Lat! 


